


Socialising
If you arrive in the
evening, once
you’ve sorted your
accommodation or
tent, ask where the
bar or local skydiver
pub is and go say
hello! Socialising is a
great way to make
new friends and find
out what’s going on. If you’re camping,
taking a case of beer will make you
popular, I guarantee it!

Planning your jumps
Manifest early (assuming you didn’t
overdo the socialising!) and do a simple
jump, a 2-way or even a solo is perfect.
It might be a good idea to break off
and deploy slightly higher to give you a
chance to get your bearings. Inform the
jumpmaster of your intentions. They will
fit you into the planned dropping
sequence to make sure the rest of your
load is safe.

Next, ask if there’s a load organiser.
Whatever your experience level or
discipline, there’ll be someone to
skydive with. You’ve travelled to taste
something new, so don’t be shy! When
taking part in jumps, just relax and take
it easy. As long as you’re safe, other
skydivers will not have a problem with
you. Ask about coaching or joining in
with groups of similar ability and I’m
sure you’ll have lots of fun!

Be careful out there!
What is allowed in the UK may
not be permitted where you are
or vice-versa. It is very easy to
get caught up in the holiday
mood and try new things.
Remember that, just because
other people do it, doesn’t
make it right. Just ask the locals
at Eloy what the Christmas
Boogie is like. You see
professional skydivers swooping in with incredible
speed and accuracy. Then the tourists who fun
jump for a few weekends a year trying the same
moves but ending up in an ambulance! It really is up
to you what you choose to do, but make a point of
looking after yourself and your friends. Just because
you’re on holiday, pin checks at altitude do not all of
a sudden become uncool! If in doubt ask yourself,
would my CCI allow me to do this? If the answer is
‘probably not’, then my advice is: think twice.

Your BPA insurance is not valid at non BPA drop
zones so ensure you have adequate travel
insurance that specifically covers skydiving,
including medical cover and repatriation.

Go for it!
Pushing yourself is what this sport is all
about and, by getting out and about, you
get the chance to meet new people, try
different things and keep skydiving
exciting. Plan ahead, be safe and keep
an open mind. I’m sure you’ll have lots
of fun, and an even bigger collection of
friends to bump into at the AGM!

Chris Hollis

hollisc@ttint.com

Checklist
� Have you seen an aerial photo?
� What hazards are there?
� Which aircraft are you in?
� When does the door get closed and opened?
� Do you have to help?
� What are the signals for the spotting?
� Are there seatbelts?
� What delay should you give the previous group?
� Do you have to wear a helmet?
� Should you wear a helmet?
� Is there anyone to give you a pin check?
� What will the exit height be?
� Is there a left or right hand circuit under canopy?
� What is the wind strength and direction?
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