
Fancy it?
� getting to know all the competitors at a Nationals?
� going to a World Meet?
� helping skydivers improve?
� making a difference?
� free associate BPA membership or reduced full

membership?

It really doesn�t matter which discipline you choose to
specialise in as a judge, it�s all the same:
� a whole heap of fun
� giving something back to the sport
� the opportunity to meet lots of people
� heaps of satisfaction
� and, of course, good old hard work!

There are many disciplines to choose from
� Artistic � Freefly, Freestyle & Skysurf
� Formation Skydiving (FS)
� Canopy Formation (CF)
� Canopy Piloting
� Classics � Style & Accuracy
� Speed Skydiving
� 8-way Speed

How do I become a judge?
Contact Kate Charters via the BPA. Kate is the Judges 
Co-ordinator and organises which judges go where for
various events, and she approves any expenses paid. Kate
will organise for you to begin your training with a judge or
judges already qualified in the discipline you�ve selected.
Should you be unsure as to which area you�d like to judge
then feel free to sit in at each competition to get a flavour.

Am I limited to just one discipline?
No! Not at all! Whilst it�s firmly recommended that you pursue
each discipline separately it is encouraged to be qualified in
as many as you wish.

Do I need to be a jumper?
No, all you need is an interest in the sport and the people.
You can learn the rest!

What do I need to learn?
At national level you need to learn the rules for that particular
competition to a level where you can answer all competitors�
questions. Each discipline has a different set of requirements
and scoring systems, these take time to completely

understand. You will also need to learn the time frames of
each discipline and what to expect to see from the
camera or the ground. If working with disciplines with
cameraflyers on the team you will learn an awful lot about
camera work which can be very interesting.

You will be asked, at some point, to sit alongside the
�real� judges and complete your own scoring, this is
great fun! Your scores will then be compared with the
real judges and in some cases (especially Artistic) you
will be asked to justify your scores. This is a fantastic
way to learn.

How long will it take?
This could take a minimum of three years dependant
on how many competitions you can attend to increase
your learning.

Is there an exam?
Not at national level � the judge or judges who have
been teaching you will know whether you are
competent from the events they have attended with
you and your previous work. During training, you
are evaluated by a written assessment by the Chief
Judge at each competition you attend; these are
passed to Kate Charters. Any National Judge may
recommend that you receive your national rating
and the Judges Co-ordinator will validate this.

How do I become an 
International Judge?
You need to have served as a National Judge
for a minimum of two national events to attend
a world event as a trainee judge. The BPA must
submit you. Your costs will be covered by the
BPA should you be successful. The training
course at international level is much more
intense, and there is a written and a 
practical exam.

I can only speak for my own experiences in
my disciplines but, despite the long hours
and sometimes grumpy competitors, I find
it thoroughly rewarding every time and now
have friends right across the world!

Sue Skull
skully70@yahoo.com

When I grow up I wannabe...

...a BPA JUDGE
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